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september 2 1998 marks a century since the death of wilford woodruff he was already forty years old when he stopped his
carriage at the mouth of emigration canyon so brigham young
could survey the prospect below elder woodruff an avid fisherman was delighted to see the glorious valley abounding with the
rivlets creeks & brooks & rivers of various
best fresh water springs rivulets
sizes all of which gave animation to the sporting trout & other fish
while the waters were wending there way into the great salt lake
by the time of president woodruffs
woodruffe death a half century later
the saints had used the waters to make the desert blossom as a
rose and the single settlement in the salt lake valley had multiplied into nearly five hundred settlements from canada to mexico 2
by 1898 the population of saints small enough to winter the first
year entirely within a small adobe fort exceeded one hundred thousand 3 the rapid prosperity of the church magnified the nations
mormon problem and it fell upon president woodruff to achieve
reconciliation under his presidency the manifesto was issued and
utah was granted statehood
ft
woodruffs funeral
to the
at president woodruffe
meral church leaders spoke fo
merai
gathered thousands taking as their theme the well known unflagging toil of president woodruff joseph E smith gave thanks for a
prophet whose labors had been so blessed to the people of god
and who had shown his greatness in giving out his lifes labor for the
establishment of this testimony in the earth franklin D richards
recalled woodruffs
woodruffe great missionary labors in which he had been
1
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a mighty fisher of men and george Q cannon who as friend and
counselor knew him as intimately as any said woodruff labored
freely and gratuitously in the ministry with him it was a labor of
woodruffe characteristics were ennobling and
love he added that woodruffs
so energetic was he that nothing was too burdensome for him even
in his advanced years 4

wilford woodruff as outdoorsman
president cannon was certainly familiar with president
woodruffe energy not only in his labors for the church but in
woodruffs
his outdoor life as well after all six years earlier cannon and his
wife had accompanied the eighty five year old woodruff and
his wife emma on a ten day camping trip to the headwaters of
the weber river they had traveled by rail to park city and then
sixty five miles by carriage into the high mountains arriving on
a thursday at the backwoods camp of
oftyler
tyler clayton friday found
woodruff on the stream where he caught six trout and reported
seeing many chickens or grouse 5 but the exertion and altitude
finally wearied him and he spent most of the remaining days
in camp 6
on saturday tyler Clay
tons brother bagged six trout some
claytona
claytons
grouse and very nearly tyler himself who took seven ricocheting
shotgun pellets 7 sunday was reserved for worship in the out
fitters tent cannon administered the sacrament and president
woodruff reminisced over his conversion and missionary travels
on monday and tuesday he read conducted church business and
reported that a companion had taken seven more grouse on
Clay
claytons
tons crossed the
wednesday august 24 1892 the durable claytona
hailstorm
storm to fish bear river 8 in their absence
mountains in a nasty hafl
primed by days of reflection in the mountains woodruff composed a remarkable letter later published in forest and stream a
prominent weekly sporting periodical 9
writing was an obsession for woodruff he wrote in his journal virtually every day for fifty four years and once explained the
rjoseph or the twelve preach or
brother
need 1 I seldom ever heard brotherjoseph
Brothe joseph
teach any principle but what I1 felt as uneasy as a fish out of water
untill
untin I1 had written it then I1 felt right 10 he typically concluded
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each year with an entry titled A synopsis of labors the synopses
recorded miles traveled meetings conducted and ordinances performed his forest and stream letter is a secular equivalent an
unusual reverie in which time and place are remembered in context of landscape and wildlife the letter begins
was bom on march 1 1807 at avon hartford county conn on
the banks of a trout brook which had turned the wheels of a flour
mill and a saw mill owned by my grandfather and father for many
fish rod I1 commenced
years As soon as I1 was old enough to carry a nish
catching trout which I1 have continued to do from time to time for
nearly 80 years I I
I1

1 1

woodruff reported that his interest in sporting persisted into
adulthood when he netted salmon in lake ontario very few of
which were under 20 pounds while a few weighed 40 pounds he
also recalled his second mission to england when he experienced
fishing with fly for trout and salmon but admitted 11I met with little
success there president woodruff went on to tout the rich waters

I

the woodruff family

mill on the farmington river avon connecticut

ca 1890 As a boy wilford frequently fished the farmington river
courtesy avon historical society
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of the great basin which abounded with the largest and finest
trout when we first reached the territory and recalled a haul at the
provo river
ofprovo
judged to be about 4000 pounds 12
mouth of
he wrote of a trip twelve years earlier where he fished
4 hours in a creek leading into bear river with a rod and reel and
caught 20 trout one trout weighed ten pounds he said but on
account of the perpendicular height of the bank I1 could not land
him he noted with regret that as the country has become settled
the trout have steadily decreased and referred to hatching operations that he hoped would sustain the fishery 13
president woodruff wrote of a land thickly inhabited with the
elk deer antelope panther mountain hion
fion
lion wild cat and grizzly cinilon
namon and brown bear he conceded he had never killed a bear but
threw in the obligatory grizzly story for the eastern publication
woodruff was armed and the grizzly bear within range but the
manner she treated her cubs while apparently trying to wean them
plainly indicated the wisdom of letting her pass unmolested 114I
fowl had been abundant in the utah territory for years our
lakes ponds and streams were alive with pelican geese and ducks
and chickens and sage hens were numerous in the hills but as the
country is being settled our feathered game too correspondingly
diminishes woodruff concluded the letter with the current sporting trip
during the last few days we have killed 30 chickens near our camp
one of our company started a flock and shot nine times on the wing
dropping 9 birds the tenth shot brought down 2 the balance of the
charge striking the side of a rock glanced and hit a young man as he
was mounting into the saddle seven shots lodged in the man and
eleven in the horse 15

woodruff realized this natural world he was describing was
decreasingly his three years earlier in 1889 when he assumed the
presidency of the church he had written to longtime fishing companion william atkin
it looks now in view of the constantly increasing labors devolving
upon me as though I1 would not get an opportunity very soon of
again disturbing the fish and game of the pond as in days past but
in that regard my inability or disappointment will be their pleasure
no doubt 16
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weber river camp
near dying
the following day diehard sportsmen sick
from the stormy trip but they brought thirty five trout to the
delight of a man who would ever more rarely pursue them 17
Clay
claytons
claytona
tons returned to the

wilford woodruff as an american fly fisher
woodruffe
woodruffs pursuit of trout has made him an important if minor
figure in the history of american sporting in a highly respected history of american fly fishing paul schullery uses woodruff to illustrate
the expansion of fly fishing from eastern to western waters 18 schullery
bly fisher exfly
quotes ralph moon who published in the american pyy
pioneer1919
cerpts from a comparatively obscure journal of a western pioneer
that pioneer of course was wilford woodruff
threw my fly into the water and it being the first time that I1 ever tried
the artificial fly in america or saw it tried 1I watched it as it floated
upon the water with as much interest as franklin did his kite
1I

and as he franklin received great joy when he saw the
electricity descend on his kite string so was 1I highly gratified when 1I
saw the nimble trout dart at my fly hook and run away with the line
10
1I soon worried him out and drew him to shore 20

from reading schullery and moon woodruff might appear to
be the quintessential nineteenth century sportsman mimicking
english sporting rules and testing new silk lines woodruff himself
lent some credence to the view manifesting a little of the smugness that has characterized fly fishing since the eighteenth century 21 he prefaced his account of the franklinian catch with
discouraging reports from fort bridger that there were vary few
trout in the streams and noted that a good many of the brethren
were already at the creeks with their rods & lines trying their skill
3022
1122
22
baiting with fresh meat & grass hoppers 3122
however for woodruff
his catch confirmed not so much his own superiority as a fisherwoodruffe
man as that of fly fishing itself an import as british as woodruffs
shire converts indeed woodruff could not resist crowing
Hereford
herefordshire
in the privacy of his journal
bought twelve in all and about one half of them would weigh about
cought
34 of a pound each while all the rest of the camp did not ketch dur54
lbs of trout in all which was proof positive to me that
ing the day 3 ibs
13
the artificial fly is far the best thing now known to fish trout with 23

1I
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but interestingly the journal references to fly fishing end
abruptly once woodruff became established in the west he did
not write of the artificial fly again he fished into his nineties but
did so incidentally as the builder of a kingdom not the proponent
of a sport his trips to favorite waters were appended to church
duties and speaking assignments
it is also important to note that like most of the early settlers
wilford woodruffs
woodruffe sporting life reflected the conventions of the
last century not the current one his hunting and fishing pleasures
doubled as dietary supplement or exploration for commercial harvest and the health of a fishery never precluded irrigation dedicated sporting trips like that which prompted the forest and stream
letter were rare and in the end when woodruff was no longer
physically able to fish and hunt he did so vicariously recording in
his journal the successes of his sons

early affinity with nature
forest and stream letter indicates president wood
buffs
ruffs interest in the natural world began in childhood with his
brother thomas he earned a reputation as the most successful
angler on old farm brook pursuing spotted trout 24 As thomas
alexander explains when woodruff began seriously to study religion he retreated to an island in the farmington river to read comforting nature poetry the solitude of vast extent untouched by
hand or art whose nature bowed
sowed herself and reaped her crops 25I1
he kept no journal from this period but later journal references
indicate the significance of nature particularly the river to the
youth while on his first mission to england he recorded a poignant dream
As his

112

saw a still larger river it appear like farmington river in the USA
at the mill which my father is tending & on the other side of the
river was a boat to which was tied many fish lines on one hook was
a fish so large that the captain of the boat israel dormon by name
16
could not bring him into the boat 26
1I

woodruffe river dreams suggest that his love of place was twined
woodruffs
with his love of people another mission dream reunited him with
his father and brother on the farmington river
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

7

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 37, Iss. 4 [1997], Art. 2

the outdoor life of wilfond
wilford woodruff

13

fel asleep & dreamed 1I was at my fathers house in farmington con
my father had caught some fish I1 thought I1 would go to fishing to
I1 went under the saw mill & the trench was full of pickerel father
nm down stream with
shut down the gates & the fish started to run
the water I1 run down to the bottom of the island jumped into the
trench & caught a great many large fish with my hands as they came
down 1I then went to the mill & brother asahel woodruff who has
been dead two years came & broght
bright many fish & showed me which
17
he caught in the trench 27
1I

in the years between leaving farmington and migrating west
woodruff often returned to his family and the river in 1838 he
waded into the water not to fish but to baptize his father mother
sister aunt cousin and the local methodist teacher 28 during a visit
in 1843 he wistfully remembered the river and its people 1 I walked
on the canal bank in the morning & surveyed the meadows the
river the mill alone whare I1 had walked with my brothers & sister
& with my bosom friend in days
lays that are past but now 1I am alone 112929
he left farmington for the last time in 1846 in his journal is a
record of his regret which nature itself seemed to share 1 I bid mr
woodford farewell and took the last look at the house hills dales &
brooks of my nativity whare I1 was bom
born & spent the days of my
wrode home in
youth 1I crossed the river over the acquiduct and brode
10
the midst of a heavy shower of rain 30

conversion and early missions
wilford woodruffs
woodruffe conversion in 1833 at age twenty six redirected his life beginning with zions camp in 1834 and then five
missions in quick succession he had little enough time to spend
with his wife phebe carter whom he married in 1837 his time
between missions was filled with family responsibilities including
visits to the carter in laws who lived near marvelous fishing waters
on the coast of maine four months after his marriage he reported
spending the day and night at anchor where he and the carters
caught 250 fish and saw four whales 31 in 1838 he fished again with
the carters he recorded that after rowing two miles into the bay
nish
fish mostly hadoffish
we hove to cast anchor & caught a small quantity of
dock we then sailed to a point of land & built up a fire hung on a
pot fried out some pork & dressed 6 haddock & one hake & put
popa toes & put in a quantity of
potatoes
them into the pot we sliced in some popatoes

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2

8

Murdock and Woods: "I Dreamed of Ketching Fish": The Outdoor Life of Wilford Woodruf

BYU studies
byustudies

14

crackers & by adding some seasoning & boiling it untill it was
throughly cooked it formed as rich a dish as would be necessary to
31
set before a king 32
stinn another carter expedition during
stiff
in 1841 he reported still
which the party saw two hundred codfish and caught three again
they went onto the rocks & dined upon a rich haddock choudek
chouder
33
& boiled clams 1133
woodruffe affections for the carter family ran
woodruffs
deep and he and phebe had both worked to convert them eventually father and mother carter were baptized along with five of

phebea siblings
phebes

31
34

his frequent missions provided woodruff more opportunity
for fishing than did his life at home his 1837
38 mission to the
183738
fox islands in maine produced journal entries reflecting his interest in the fishery that sustained the islanders
there

is great quantitites of fish inhabit the waters cooves
cloves & har
bours around these islands such as whale blackfish shark ground
shark PILOT fish hors mackerel sturgeon salmon Hollo
boat cod
houoboat
holloboat

pollock

tom cod hake haddock mackerel shad bass ale wives

cohagen
Po hagen dolphin whiting frost fish flounders smelt
herren pohagen
skate shrimp skid cusk Ble
blebacks
backs scollop dogfish muttonfish
lumpfish squid Five
fingers monkfish nursfish
fivefingers
Nurs fish sunfish swordfish
Eye fish cunner ling eels also
Thra shers cat scuppog
thrashers
Scup pog tootog
tootoo eyefish
purposes
ac
Rin
mussles
musales
sles princles
cles
lobsters clams scollop Mus
and porposes
rincles
Por poses seal &c
ac & many others not named 35
&c

along with his missionary companion jonathan hale elder
woodruff tested that fishery when they accompanied one S luce esq
into penobscot bay there they observed a school of pogagenfish
that coverd acres and would fill 500000 barrels woodruff reported we caught none of them but saw & herd them rush in
36
large bodies upon the top off the water
water36
the missionaries fishing of men had more positive results
their first baptisms came twelve days later when they baptized
captain justus eames and his wife the baptisms were cause for
thanksgiving and telling interpretation of scripture elders hale
and woodruff sought out a high granite ledge overlooking the sea
where elder hale read the XVI ch of jeremiah
Jeren flah that spake of the
hunters and fishers that god should chuse in the last days to
gather israel 113737
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997
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elder woodruff saw no difficulty in a literal interpretation of the
scripture as he demonstrated the following day near carvers wharf
here we were for

a moment diverted to see a school of mackerel

playing in the water by the side of the wharf while several men were
catching them with hooks elder hale and myself flung out some
cetching
catching a plenty of them we caught
hooks and had no difficulty in cetching
what we wished for and went our way leaving thousands of them in
the water ready to bite the hook 38
311
381

passage in jeremiah suggests the seamless merge of the
woodruffe sportliteral and figurative that increasingly characterized woodruffs
ing life in march 1838 he converted another islander ebenezar
preach ings
carver who had sought a witness of the mormon preachings
elder woodruff prophesied that there should no sign be given but
the sign of the prophet jonas on a sudden their was a large fish
arose on the water in the sea at a distance from him & suddenly
sunk out of sight carver wished to see the sign again and the
fish accommodated

the

immediately the fish again arose on the top of the water accompanied with another fish of the same specie & size & one of them swam
on a strainline
straitline
strait line on the top of the water towards mr carver as he stood
upon the beach when the fish came as near his feet as the water
would permit him the fish looked at the man with a penetrating eye
as though he had a message for him he then returned to his mate in
the ocean & swam out of sight & mr carver returned meditating
upon this strange sight & sign & the wonderful condescenscion of
the lord

woodruff noted that the sighting was at a season of the year when
fish of that size is not known upon these shores or coast & they
never at any season of the year are known to come ashore as in
39 carver
was baptized and three days later woodruff
case19
this case
baptized mrs mary carver in the same place whare the fish before
40
710
spoken of came to mr carver 740
late in 1838 wilford woodruff concluded his mission in the
fox islands and made his way back to the saints in missouri he
arrived in time to assist the other apostles in laying the cornerstones of the temple in far west by july 1839 elder woodruff
with most of the apostles was on a ship to england where he was
nals
slon of two years this mission deepened the
sion
rais
mission
to serve another nais
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weave of literal and figurative fishing after a crossing during
porposes & blackfish all around
purposes
which he noted a large school of porposes
the ship 41 he labored first in the potteries and then at the invitashire where he preached
herefordshire
tion of convert john benbow in Hereford
with spectacular success among the united brethren 42 it was in
Herefordshire that he recorded a series of dreams that equated
herefordshire
catching fish with gathering converts
saw by night a river in which were many fish 1I cast an hook &
caught some of them & while fishing I1 saw some large ones near
shore 1I put the hook to their mouth they bit it & 1I caught them &
one vary notable one exceding all other fish that 1I had caught
A bellman was called for to divide the fish & after the bell was rung
each man took a part & while dividing the fish one man said to
13
43
baptized43
another man 1I saw baptizing last night was not you baptized13
Baptized
1I

his dream fishing continued after a long day of meetings at
fromes hill
walked home with brother oaky & spent the night & after standing upon my feet 8 hours in conference conversing much of the
time ordaining about 30 confirming some healing many that were
I king 2 miles & preachsick shaking hands with about 400 saints wa
walking
waiking
ing 4 hours in the chimney comer I1 then lay down & dreamed of
ketching fish 44
1I

1

the

dreams followed elder woodruff to london 1 I retired
315
115
45
to rest & had an interesting dream in ketching
retching fish 145
he said in
august 1840 his missionary labors in london were disappointing
however he was encouraged by a series of dreams he did not
record in his journal but to which he later referred
thank god that there begins to be a little stir in this city we have
had some good dreams of late about ketching fish & I1 hope we may
soon realize it by baptizing many souls for we have laboured
ed hard in
labour
this city for many weeks & with great expens
empens & baptized as yet
16
ownly 19 SOUIS
souls 46
I1

elder woodruff was not alone in his frustration or in his dreaming his journal tells us that heber C kimball had similar dreams of
harvest in london
we retired to rest & 1I dreamed of ketching fish fowl geese &
Turkies
turkies
turkins in nets & seeing a house on fire elder kimball also
dreamed of casting a net & ketching a good hall of fish two large
sum thing will be done soon 47
ones & gathering fruit so 1I think sumthing
suething
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work continued to be disappointing in london where
woodruff labored until february 1841 his decision to leave was
prompted by yet another fishing dream he wrote

the

we eat

a supper of sprats
sirats with sister morgan they were small fish
catching fish many large
2 inches long & I1 fell a sleep & dreamed of cetching
ones with my hands 1I thought 1I told my dream to a man who was
putting up a gate post & he told me the interpretation was for me to
make hast & baptize as many as I1 could in london & organize & set
in order the church seal up my testimony in the city & return
home in the spring 48

by october of the same year woodruff had returned to nauvoo where he spent two busy years building a house for his young
family working with the twelve managing the times & seasons
and serving on the city council in 1843 and again in 1844 he
served missions to the eastern states he was in boston when
he read of the prophets death again he returned to nauvoo and a
month later at the direction of brigham young accepted the call
for a second mission to england 49

second mission to england
great
britain and traveled throughout england and scotland where he

this time elder woodruff presided over the work

in

had only dreamed of fishing on his previous mission to england
he now wielded the rod he went fishing on may 8 1845 in the
river ribble upstream from the point where heber C kimball bap10
woodruff had conducted church
tized the first english converts 50
business in the ribble villages between blackburn and chatburn
hann
harn expressly to visit father
downham
he then walked two miles to Down
considers
consi derd the greatrichard smithies who is 70 years of age & is considerd
est fisherman in the country 51 the following day woodruff and
smithies were on the ribble together
throughout his foreign missions woodruff sought to expand
his knowledge by visiting iron works museums libraries and historical sites 52 with smithies he satisfied his curiosity about a new
kind of fishing it was the first time 1I had seen the fly used in my
bine
fine was
line
life in the way of fishing I1 was delighted with it the rod & hine
so light & flung with such skill & dexterity that the trout are

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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1153
53
beguiled & whare ever they are are generally taken 1353
the delicacy
of the casting was made possible by gear woodruff had never seen

surn
sum
surething
sumthing
thing like cane vary
his fish pole or rod was about 14 feet long surnthing
slender & de lecate his long fine line made of hair & cat gut was
wound around a small brass wheel with a little crank to it fastend
fastena to
the but end of the pole the line then runs through half a dozen
brass rings or ilet holes fastena
fastend at a sutible distance along on the rod
to the small end of it 54

the

strangeness of the rod and reel was matched by the strangeness of the tackle which woodruff described in detail
one the end of the fine fish line is fastened 5 or 6 artifishal flies about
2 feet apart these are upon a small cat gut almost as small
smail as a single
hair 25 or 30 feet of the line is unwond
unfond from the reel at the but of
the rod running through the rings to the point the line is then flung
upon the water the same as though it was tied at the end of
the rod & the flies with a hook concealed in each swims down the
stream
the fisherman has flies different for almost ever month
calculated to imitate the flies that float upon the water at the time
they fish these flies are made of the feathers of birds some of various colors 55

he reported that father smithies was successful catching

77 trout & two cheven

a species of chub unlike the bait fishing
to which woodruff was accustomed the take of the fly was a more
graceful deception

the trout

instantly take it considering it the natural fly they are
hooked as soon as they strike it if they are large trout & run they of
their own accord unwind as much line as they want from the reel at
51
the but of the pole or rod 56

if the gear was novel so was the playing and landing of the
fish although fly fishing had existed in america since colonial
days wilford woodruff had not seen it he was impressed to see
fish landed in current on light tackle

the fisherman does not pull the fish out of the water on the bank by
the pole but worries the fish in the water with the line untill he will
wid
win
not struggle then he draws him up to the shore by the line if he
stands on the bank or to him if he stands in the water he then takes
a small hand net with a light pole 4 or 6 feet puts it under the fish &
17
takes him vary deliberately out of the water 57
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the gut that attached the flies to the hair line was slender in order
to reduce visibility because a fish in swift current could easily
18
break it smithies had to be patient in landing the fish 58
woodruffe
woodruffs day with father smithies had been well spent 1 I was
ed he said with this days fishing he spent the night
much gratifyed
gratified
gratify
in chatburn and a sister parkinson cooked the trout for us which
59
made a good meal 1159
Smi thiess lesson
his satisfaction was such that he soon put smithiess
into practice he had taken a steamer from liverpool to carlisle
where he conducted a conference the following day in company
ailen and walker he tried his hand at the artificial
allen
with brothers alien
fly they walked ten miles probably into scotland to fish a salmon
stream success was immediate they caught three in about 5 minutes but their adventure was cut short when a game warden
arrived to inform them they were angling in posted waters the
brethren would the warden told them be subjected to a 15.55 fine if
they continued elder woodruff recorded plaintively so we all left
the ground & returned home & got our walk for our pains & three
small salmon fry 60
thus woodruff inadvertently discovered british fly fishings
companion institution private waters he had noted earlier the
clouded with the poor both
penury of preston the streets were crouded
male & female going to & from the factories with their wodden
bodden
shire the
oxfordshire
or clogg shoes 16161 in contrast he wrote that in Oxford
wychwood
wood forests provided a noted place
7500 acres of stow and Wych
&c 162I he also obof resort for sportsman to hunt deer & hares ac
served the grounds of the duke of sutherland near stoke on trent
I1

farm paches all
of which are enclosed with a fence of 4 & 5 feet high the whole of
the fence composed of solid iron their are miles of iron railing in
this park

their are some hundreds of acres of wood land &

the duke has vast quantities of game

fish & fowl in his park

such as deer hares rabits pheasants ducks geese swan trout &
many other kinds of fish
there are game keepers to see that no
person trespasses upon the park the river trent runs through the
park the duke has converted the whole of it for a distance into a
fish pool

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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wilford woodruff felt such ownership
offended the democracy of the gospel
and abundance of gods earth
this

DUKE of southerland has two other
parks of as much value as the one above
named
but as JESUS said concerning
the stones of the temple it will in like
manner be with the monuments & pride
speedily be
of this generation they will
wiil
win spedily
wir

lade low in the dust together

61
63

woodruff resolved to pursue his fly
fishing in the more accessible waters of
the united states in december 1845 he
recorded his purchase of gear in liverpru chase of salmon &
pool 1 I made A pruchase
trout rods reels lines hooks flies and
apparatus
ap aratus for both salt & fresh water to
aparatus
s62464 he gave little
62.464
the amount of 62464
62464
detail about the equipment however
one piece still exists a fly rod now on
display in the museum of church history
and art it resembles Smi
smithiess
thiess rod as
described by woodruff three sections of
unsplit cane reinforced at close intervals
61
with silk wrappings 65

the migration west
shortly after his purchase elder
woodruff returned to america after
stops in farmington and nauvoo where
he sold his home he made his way to
council bluffs 66 he recorded subsistence

wilford woodruffe
woodruffs cane fly rod elder
woodruff purchased the rod in england in
1845 and fished with it a number of times
while crossing the plains in 1847 courtesy
museum of church history and art
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997
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hunting but no fishing until september 1846 on the fifteenth
woodruff went out for ducks but took his rod with him after
shooting six ducks and hiking back through high weeds grass
exeeding
exe eding weary but could not resist trying
mud & water he was exceeding
the rod before returning home 1I took my salmon rod & line &
spent a few moments in trying to ketch fish but could not start
67
any67
any
he found the warm waters around council bluffs more conducive to traditional modes of fishing he reported laying out set
hooks and catching catfish 68 he did no more fishing until the day
they left winter quarters when he reported dining on catfish
from the slow waters of the elk horn 69
the migration to the rockies moved woodruff into prime
trout waters which he eagerly anticipated at fort laramie he met
a mountaineer who had wintered at the great basin of the salt &
eutau
butau lakes & he recommends the country vary highly for a
healthy fertile country the lakes & streams abounding with trout
& other fish 117700 but woodruff was not content to await the waters
of the great basin he scanned the water of the platt and noted its
shallowness one can walk across two thirds of the river on bare
ground 11771I near scotts bluff he found a tiny spring fed tributary
with more promise in a reach raised by beaver dams the creek
was lined with fish a good share of which was speckled trout so
the brethren informed me this is the first stream 1I have met with
containing trout since I1 left the new england states therefore I1
name it trout creek 72 his interest piqued he unpacked his fishing
gear and a week later fished horseshoe creek in present day
bought nothing 117373
wyoming but cought
wilford woodruff was not alone in his sporting interests four
days later he walked from camp up deer creek to find william
clayton and appleton harmon fishing with a hook clayton had
caught about two dozen good fish and harmon some they graciously left their lines for woodruff who sat for half an hour musing alone as unconcerned as though 1I had been sitting upon the
banks of farmington river his solitude was disrupted by sounds
in the underbrush and for the first time the thought flashed
across my mind that 1I was in a country abounding with the gri
selly
griselle
griselly
bear wolves & indians deer creek was no farmington and
woodruff with no weapon not even enough to have defend
myself against a badger decided that wisdom dictated for me to
1

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2

16

Murdock and Woods: "I Dreamed of Ketching Fish": The Outdoor Life of Wilford Woodruf

22

BYU
YU studies

return to camp so 1I took up my polls & fish & walked leasurely
lea surely
measurely
home & retired to rest 117474
woodruff did not fish again until the camp arrived at fort
bridger although he did note a creek of good water containing
some small fish near willow springs 75 but it was on the braided
channels of hams fork that woodruff found his water he reported
crossing more than a dozen trout brooks with water that runs
swift but clear on hard cold gravelly bottoms since the calculation was to spend the day at the fort he seized the opportunity
As soon as 1I got my breakfast I1 briged
riged up my trout rod that I1 had
brought with me from liverpool fixed my reel line & artificial fly
& went to one of the brooks close by camp to try my luck catching
trout 76 his success was spectacular and he penned the passages
about fly fishing that endeared him to schullery and moon
woodruffe sucthe company moved the following day but woodruffs
cess at hams fork sharpened his anticipation three days and thirty
two miles later the camp arrived at the bear river on july 12
woodruff recorded 1 I started early in the morning & rode to bear
river and for the first time 1I saw the long looked for bear river valmy object in visiting the river before the camp was to try
ley
my luck in ketching trout as it was a stream famed for containing
that kind of fish he found this water difficult to fish with his flies
in consequence of the thick underbrush although the weather
was favorable
cloudy & cool he reported his luck good bad
indi
indiferent
and indifferent
ferent
11

I1

some of the time would fish half an hour & could not start a fish
find an eddy with 3 or 4 trout in it & they would jump
then I1 would nind
at the hooks as though there was a bushel of trout it the hole and in
one instance I1 caught two at a time
I1

so eager was woodruff to fish the difficult water that he waded in
on horseback
fished some of the time on horsback
hors back riding in the middle of the
forsback
stream which was about 3 rods wide & when 1I could not desend
defend
longer in the stream for swift & deep water 1I would have to plunge my
horse through the bear thickets which was hard work to penetrate
1I

As always he was alert for sounds

of danger 1 I knew not at what
would have a griselle
griselly
gri selly bear upon my back or an indian

moment 1I
arrow in my side
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woodruff returned from bear river to find brigham young ill
with mountain fever brigham directed the company to split with
the vanguard pressing ahead woodruff stayed behind to carry
Brig hams
brigham in his carriage the easiest vehicle in camp 117878 brighams
party traveled more slowly providing wilford opportunity for fishing on july 16 he fished the weber fork a mile from camp where
bought one trout for br young the following day Brig
he cought
brighams
hams
health limited travel to three miles along the weber woodruff recought several trout he also
ported that he fished with the fly & bought
mentioned the success of some brethren who caught trout some
79
lb 1179
that would weigh a ib
the following day sunday was spent largely in worship
bought some
however woodruff reported that several brethren cought
bought 2 with the fly
lbs each 1I cought
trout that would weight near two ibs
but they did not seem to take it well in that stream 118080
his journal entries for the final days of the trek west are
peppered with references to trout streams on july 20 woodruff
reported camping on a trout creek about 10 feet across and mentioned that several of the brethren caught small trout in the streams
1 st was another camp day again occasioned
we camped on 81 the 2 1st
by illness and woodruff took advantage of the time
118 I1
318

the stream we are on

baided the
ogdens
agdens fork in the afternoon I1 waided
creek two miles & fished with the fly down to the mouth of the canion & caught 8 trout thare is none vary large in this part of the
stream 14 of a ib was as large as we caught 82
is

on the 22nd the camp moved up east canyon crossing the
creek eleven times in eight miles it was the worst 8 miles we
have had on the journey woodruff wrote the difficult terrain
broke one of the wheels on james cases wagon causing a two hour
delay woodruff took the opportunity to catch 2 trout in the creek
while waiting on the 24th the company emerged from the canyon
onto the bench overlooking the great salt lake valley woodruff
was delighted to see the glorious valley with its rivers and
streams that gave animation to the sporting trout & other fish
our hearts were surely made glad after a hard journey 78383
the fort laramie mountaineers description of the great basins abundant waters proved to be accurate and a week after arriving in the salt lake valley wilford woodruff was planting crops
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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during the day and fishing in the evening 84 his years of travel as an
apostle provided opportunity to explore gods gift of bounty for
which he was always grateful he wrote during a trip to idaho all
the streams in this county abound in trout which is a great bless1181
85
ing to the people 1185
of the bear lake valley which would become
one of his favorite sporting locations he wrote
we found this to be

a large valley good soil & water sufficient to
irrig
irrigate
atle the whole abundant timber & handy a great stock range
and the finest lake in utah territory & perhaps in america for one of
its size it was 30 miles long 10 wide & through the middle the

botom
batom not yet found with 200 feet line the waters are cold & vary
clear & abound with the finest trout in the world urge
large streams inter
into it from the mountains vast numbers of trout go up these
we had fish in plenty to eat 86
streams from the lake

mr R
PC
sullivan showed us his map and gave us an account of the streams
ac the streams abound with the fine
soil timber fish fir game &c
mountain trout bever otter there is vast forests of pine and cottonwood
ton wood 87

he also recorded impressions of the wind river basin

changes in the west

the natural abundance of the west

and elder woodruffs
woodruffe
changing church assignments redefined his outdoor life after 1847
he ceased to fly fish his church assignments made it possible for
him to fish more frequently in different locations and he developed an affection for local waters and companions
changes in fishing technique after 1847 wilford woodruff ceased to speak of the artificial fly and delicate casts instead
his journals mention bait set hooks and netting 88 he understood
that trout were food in the struggling settlements when he praised
idaho trout as a great blessing to the people he was not referring to a community of scrupled fly fishermen indeed his journals
reveal his great interest in the huge catches of the commercial fish1863 he reported catches from utah lake
ermen in 1865
ibs in
went out to the river on saturday morning & caught about 15 lbs
an hour with a young man who said he could get 100 lbs
ibs per day
in the lake with a hook A man caught 1 14 tons or 2500 ib
lb of trout
at one hall with a net at the mouth of provo river it is the best place
19
for fishing trout I1 ever saw 89
I1
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in 1868 woodruff fished utah lake with several boats belonging to a commercial fisherman identified as brother matson 90
they took there net & 1I my fish poll he wrote after catching
four fish he settled in to watch the netting operation eventually
offering a biblical suggestion
they were some two hours drawing

took up their net in 4 feet of
lb of trout & was about to draw again when I1
water had some 300 ib
requested brother matson to go up & draw whare I1 was fishing & he
concluded to do so & went & drew his net & caught some 2000 ibs
lbs
of fine trout 91
&

netting was so successful in the rich waters of the new country that woodruff felt compelled to distinguish his mode of catch
we caught a few fish with hooks & returned he wrote and on
another occasion caught 25 trout with the hook 92
392
192

woodruff was impressed enough with commercial fishing that
he dabbled in aquaculture in 1869 he built a private fish pond but
does not record stocking it 93 in 1887 ten days after examining mat
sons private ponds he reported 1 I am commencing to dig a fish
cornor of the lot 9491 his pond was not
pond for carp in the north east comor
91
a rarity in 1889 he caught carp in the pond of george Q cannon 95
woodruffe techniques as plebian as they might
however woodruffs
seem were a step up from those of other settlers who exploited
springtime spawning runs of native cutthroat trout vast numbers
of trout go up these streams from the lake the brethren kill them
ygg
apers & ketch them in nets 96 writing of the trout at
with clubs & spers
fish lake he reported that during spawning season a person can
throw them out of the water with their hands or knock them in
97
manship giant
the head with a stick 1197
he recorded that near wanship
91
powder dynamite in granular form was used to take fish 98
wilford woodruff may have violated some of the rarefied
tenets of fly fishing 99 but he did not kill wantonly nor did he waste
his catch he understood latter day saint teachings concerning
stewardship he had been with zions camp when joseph
restrained the men from killing rattlesnakes 100 he knew the fullness of the earth was made for the benefit and the use of man
but he also understood the responsibility that attends the gift for
unto this end were they made to be used with judgment not to
excess neither by extortion dac
d&c 5916 18 20 instructions
191
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concerning gods living creatures were clear and wo be unto
man that sh eddeth blood or that wasteth
wasseth flesh and hath no need
d&c 4921 josephs inspired translation of genesis was even
dac
more explicit and surely blood shall not be shed only for meat
hives
to save your lives
ilves and the blood of every beast will 1I require at
your hands JST gen 911
woodruff reported releasing fish during a netting trip on utah
lake As it was night and having a great amount of dead fish on
hand to be saved after taking out several hundred pounds of the
largest fish the rest were turned into the lake alive 101 he made
reference to wild game used for the sick or poor for example he
wrote in 1887 that we went to the pond to try to get a fish for the
sick but got nothing three months later he visited the same
pond with similar intentions 1 I am thankful to say that sister cotwe caught 24 chub & got one
tam is much better this morning
quail for mother cottam 102 woodruffs
woodruffe mix of sporting and compassion passed to the next generation in 1895 he noted that his
son asahel and soninlaw
son in law ovando beebe joined with the 100 men
who went to camp floyd to shoot rabbits for the poor 103
woodruff recorded countless meals of his fish and when
catches were too large to be consumed they were given as gifts to
others after a saltwater trip in san diego woodruff reported that
the fish were put into the hands of our friends who went with us
104
1I think they gave most of them away to their acquaintances
brighams
hams counsel which woodthe saints also remembered Brig
ruff recorded in his journal stop eating pork use milk eggs
fowles & fish 105 in 1868 he took brigham a gift of four fresh
trout from matson the utah lake commercial fisherman woodlog
ruff also took him 250 pounds of salted fish 106
brigham had use
for everything including all parts of the fish as a woodruff journal entry indicates
0102
1102

spent the evening with president young the time was spent
mostly in conversation upon aaning
taning leather & making fish oil
J cummings had bought of homer dunken some 20 gallons of fish
oil but it was like soap & good for nothing he had kept it stiring all
ail
ali
ah
summer and spoiled it president young had told them if they
wanted to make good fish oil make a vat or big tub set it in the sun
& throw in all
aail
li the heads & guts & let them lie & rot and stink &
A
ail
ali
they will all
turn to oil 107
aturn
aburn
I1
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the saints had seen too much deprivation and had worked too hard
for harvests to be careless with the bounty that nature provided

changes in spiritual significance of fishing circumwoodruffs attitude toward
stances caused other changes in woodruffe
woodruffe fishing was woven tightly into a
sporting in england woodruffs
wen
well as his
weli
metaphor for his spiritual life inhabiting his dreams as weil
journals the tight weave ceased in the west As the responsibilities of the growing kingdom and its troubles weighed more heavily
upon his shoulders fishing may have brought relaxation to him
during the day but his dreams in the night were concerned with
more serious happenings
went up big creek & caught 15 trout I1 dreamed last night
that
the united states flag passed from north to south in the sky all tattered & torn then the constitution of the united states followed it
but was all tied up with ropes to keep it from falling to peaces then
amens eagle with his tallons fast in the hair of the head
followed an imens
of president grant carrying him off 108
I1

in 1887 as the salt lake temple was nearing completion
president woodruff recorded a dream that reflected his concerns
at that time

the key of the temple was given

me to open it As 1I went to the
presift brigdoor a large company were assembled and I1 overtook presidt
ham young and he asked what the matter was with the great company at the door some one answered the elders did not want to let
the people into the temple he said oh oh oh and turned to me &
said let all all into the temple who seek for salvation 109

changes in opportunity for fishing

the metaphor of
fishing decreased in spiritual significance in wilford woodruffs
woodruffe
life his opportunities to fish became more frequent his constant
church travel provided him with ample occasion for fishing A typical example occurred in june 1869 on the morning of sunday the
13th elder woodruff attended church meetings in salt lake then
traveled to huntsville where he spoke in an evening meeting the
next day his delegation headed towards bear lake valley laying
over on blacks fork where he and his companions caught fifteen
trout they arose at four oclock the next morning to breakfast on
their trout and then rode on to round valley where they visited
settlements he noted that his hostess in st charles bought from
I110
lo
lbs 1iiio
an indian 2 trout that weighed 11 12 ibs
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on the

17th the delegation ferried across the bear river to
soda springs the next morning before breakfast elder woodruff
caught 7 trout in the bear river then spoke at a meeting in the
schoolhouse before making the return ferry trip which occasioned
more fishing

at the close of our meeting we went to the ferry swam our animals
across & ferried our carriages across bear river several of us sloped
on bear river to fish we caught about 30 trout & then went onto
north creek & caught about 20 more then to paris & spent the night
with brother rich family distance of the day 20 M 111

Rex burg idaho illustrated the same
trip to newly settled rexburg
redburg
mix of duty and pleasure on may 31 1884 he inspected canals
and fencing then attended a saturday priesthood meeting afterwards he rode to the teton river which was in spring flood we
12
caught 2 trout but water to high to fish he reported 112
sunday he
spoke in meetings monday and tuesday he explored canyon
creek a deep gorge some 400 feet from the top of the bank to the
water from an angle of 50 degrees to perpendicular the seventy
seven year old woodruff declined the descent but newly called
president of the bannock stake thomas E ricks took the challenge they returned with three trout which served as dinner 113
wednesday was recuperation day and thursday fast day with
elder woodruff again speaking he reminded the saints not to
hunt fish or work on sunday but go to meeting 114 the following
week he felt ill but continued to visit settlements and speak in
meetings repeatedly crossing the teton on a cotton wood raft
115
on june 11 he organized the parker ward and on
frail115
vary frail
june 12 he rode six miles up the snake river to fish he caught
seven trout but was turned back by cold rain 116
while elder woodruffs
woodruffe fishing was appended to duty he was
not one to overlook opportunity on august 31 1882 he and fellow apostle brigham young jr left salt lake for church visits in the
uintah basin after a stopover in heber they mooned
nooned on currant
creek where woodruff caught 16 trout & B young 8 that
evening they scouted the duchesne river which is also of fine
good water and abounds with fine large trouttwo
trout two days later elder
woodruff passed up the opportunity to fish deep creek a small
17
niley
riley stream water rather poor 117
A

1114
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on september 6 and 7 they conducted interviews and on september 8 held a meeting in ashleys
ashless fork valley at the close of the
meeting elder woodruff wrote we set out lines in green river
lb weight the next day was
abot 5 ib
and caught one white salmon of
ofabot
spent on the river and the following day a sunday elders woodruff
and young spoke in church monday woodruff spent the morning
ketching grasshoppers for bait for trout tuesday they traveled and
wednesday they fished the duchesne again where woodruff caught
seven trout 3 of which would weigh 2 ib each on the l4th
14th
lath
woodruff and young fished the duchesne in the morning then currant creek in the evening on september 15 both fished strawberry
creek where woodruff caught 14 and young quite a number 118
somehow the brethren composed themselves by the time they
reached heber and recorded no more fishing
woodruff recorded less successful fishing during a visit to idaho
our camp had a day of leasure woodruff explained myself
B young jr
& some 15 others drove 10 miles to blackfoot river
to fish as it was recommended as the best fishing stream in the
mountains woodruff confessed to one small trout and admitted
19
ilg
that we found ourselves badly sold by the fishing report 119
changes in waters and companions before his arrival in
the west woodruff had fished primarily when he was away from
home on his mission or on visits to his in laws but after 1847 he
fished not only during his travels but also in local waters with
friends and as his children became older with family in may 1851
1851
he fished mill creek with his father and thomas kington one of
his converts from herefordshire
Hereford shire in august 1852 he fished again
with his father and his friend samuel hardy in parleys canyon
where they caught 59
39 the first day and 203 the second 120
utah lake was a favorite haunt particularly at year end for
both fishing and hunting with his friend brower pettit he recorded
a november hunting trip during which their sailboat was twice
stranded and he lost his pocket watch when he leaned out to
retrieve a duck 1 I striped naked & got into the water to my arm
pits but it chilled me so bad 1I could not get my watch pettit then
went in and retrieved the watch with his toes A year later
woodruff made another utah lake trip with pettit we caught a
ton of fish & some 150 ducks 8 geese & 3 otter the last day of
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51

1873 found him again fishing with pettit

it is just 40 years to day
since 1I was baptized into the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 1I rode with brother pettit down to utah lake & set a few
hooks to catch some trout we caught a few towards evening 121
elder woodruff was particularly fond of big and little
cottonwood canyons on july 24 1860 he took ten members of
his family up big cottonwood canyon to join other saints in commem orating the entry into the valley three woweries
memorating
boweries
bow eries each caaccomodating six cotillions
cot illions provided a venue for the
pable of accommodating
days amusement woodruff wrote the day was spent in recreation such as dancing fishing and other amusements woodruffs
woodruffe
catch was eighteen 122 he recorded fishing big cottonwood creek
again in 1886 and 1888 123 perhaps fond memories of family trips
to big cottonwood induced asahel woodruff to eventually operate
a resort in that canyon 124
to celebrate the fourth of july in 1889 woodruff chartered
three railroad cars to take friends and family up little cottonwood
canyon to the tent city at the temple quarries he was delighted
with the streams of water in small troughs runing all through their
25 so
settlement the creek abounded with trout 125
taken was he
woodruffs built a summer home there it
with the canyon that the woodruffe
was he said
7121
1121

one of the most delightful locations & habitation 1I ever saw for a
summer retreat
all the presidency some of the twelve & bishoprick & many of the saints have habitations there my habitation
is built on the bank of the creek and on the east side of central
park the creek abounds with trout 1I had a present of 25 trout for
116
myself & family 126

despite his many responsibilities woodruff found time for
the occasional family vacation which usually included fishing
in early summer 1886 he traveled with his wife emma and five of
their children on a six week trip through heber and uintah basin
his delight is evident in his journals at least during the early part
of the vacation the party was halted by a snowslide in cleggs
canyon but woodruff was undisturbed asahel & the children
went up the canyon 1 14 miles to a snow slide 1I went fishing &
caught 4 trout
the rest of the trip reads like a chronicle of waters may 26
1
I caught 6 trout may 27 1 1I caught 6 trout june 4 we fished in
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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willow creek I1 caught 6 trout june 5 owen caught one fish all
asahel was
that was caught by the company june 8 while asahell
gone 1I cought
bought 6 trout june 9 we turned 2 creeks and caught
30 trout june 11 1 I1 caught 35 trout asahel & owen 25 june 12
1
I caught 10 trout june 13 1 1I caught 16 trout asahel & owen 25
127
&
3
caught
came
14
currant
on
creek
to
trout
david
june
the spectacular trip soon went downhill woodruff recorded a
bushwhacking expedition in search of a backcountry
back country lake the six
mile trip took two days because of high rocky mountains deep
vallies swampy water in the midst of fallen timbers which our
horses had to jump the lake itself was disappointing we saw
no fish except trout and they were quite small 1I judge the altitude
of the lake to be 10000 feet 1I found great difficulty in breathing
the boys went fishing I1 had but little spirit of fishing bad went
to worse on the trip back they followed the trail down a mountain for near a mile so steep & rocky that we had to go a head of
the horses & roll the rocks out of the road so they could get a foot
hold
it seemed a miracle that our horses were not killed &
aiso 128
ourselfalso
ourself also
the family vacation ended dramatically after a cave exploring
trip when eighteen year old clara was taken deadly sick by the
time the family returned to base camp in ashley half of the camp
was sick with colds & fever in ashley woodruff was greeted with
the news that US marshals intended to jail him on polygamy
charges he bid farewell to emma & all of her children and fled
into hiding 129
an earlier family sporting experience had been even more
unfortunate while serving as president of the st george temple
woodruff received a series of terse telegrams concerning the death
of his twenty year old son brigham woodruff june 16 1877
brigham woodruff was drowned in bear river near smithfield
1I oclock
oclok to day body not found june 16 1877 your brigham shot
swiming out to obtain it supposed he cramped
duck on bear river sliming
sank about one to day men are searching for body june 22
1877 brigham floated seventy miles good condition phebe W
oclok to day we sympathize
attends funeral at 10 oclock
elder woodruff reflected on the loss thus my son brigham
has lost his life apparently for a trifle we cannot always comprehend
1

1
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1I have felt calm composed and recthe ways of providence
onciled in this bereavement

sporting on the underground
much of elder woodruffs
woodruffe sporting occurred under less than
ideal conditions between 1879 and 1887 woodruff was driven
into exile for three extended periods his first exile was triggered
by the supreme courts conviction of george reynolds on charges
of polygamy in february 1879 elder woodruff fled south 130
chafee under the restrictions of hiding 1 I spent the day
he chafed
confined to my room 1I do not have the out door exercise that 1I
131
woodruff soon found exercise durfeel that my system needs 151
ing eleven months of dodging the US marshals in utah arizona
and new mexico the forced exile gave him time to explore and
reflect he camped in the san francisco peaks among some of the
11132
132
finest pine country 1I ever saw in my life 31132
he fished black falls
caught twenty fish then returned a month later to catch more 133
in august he fished with jacob hamblin in round valley catching
134
10 trout that would average about 12 a ib each 154
woodruff noted abundant populations of turkey deer ante131
lope and water fowl 135
he took the opportunity to hunt teal in
nearby marshes with the assistance of his adopted dog bobby
1136
never an enthusiasthe first shot 1I got 7 that 1I killed dead 136
tic large game hunter he recorded a sequence of events that may
have discouraged such hunting on may 26 he recorded his kill of
a doe antelope 1 I shot her 125 yards through the body & vitals and
she run 300 yards over a ridge with her hind parts to me 1I shot at
her again and put a ball from my needle gun clear through her
body endways the ball came out at her throat & she fell dead on
june 5 he wounded two deer and lost both on june 13 he saw 3
deer & 2 antilope & did not shoot at anything 1I did not think it was
right for me to kill wild game 137
in august he met the apache chief petone who was preparing his people for an antelope hunt ever the mighty fisher of
men elder woodruff preached to them one hour concerning the
gospel and the book of mormon the record of their fore fathers
and prayed the lord to bless petone on his hunt that he might
1131

1134
1131
1151
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have meet for his family woodruff noted that petone was wildly
successful killing twenty seven animals it was a remarkable fact
3138
1138
138
158
hunt138
that they killed evry deer and antilope they saw on the hunt
even though elder woodruff had relieved the stress of his
exile by fishing and hunting excursions these were not lighthearted sporting adventures the difficulties that the church and
its members were suffering were weighing on his mind in january
1880 on an eleven day backcountry
back country trip in the san francisco
mountains of arizona he received what is known as the wilderness revelation which predicted apocalyptic consequences for
woodruffe first exile ended in march
persecutors of the saints 139 woodruffs
1880 when the supreme court ruled that stringent evidence was
required for prosecution of polygamy
he had a respite of nearly five years but the passage in 1882 of
the edmunds act with the first prosecutions occurring in 1884
sent him underground a second time in january 1885 he left for
nine months of exile in southern utah this time he stayed near
st george living with john and emma squires and occasionally with
william atkin 140 the squires lived on the outskirts of st george
and had orchards and vineyards behind the house the proximity
to st george where people might recognize him made fishing and
hunting difficult woodruff occasionally went hunting quails in a
disguise that emma made for him a sunbonnet and a mother hubbard dress despite the disguise an inquisitive neighbor met and
314
114
141
as
was
returning
recognized him in the rear of the house he
elder woodruff often left st george to stay with william
atkin ten miles away in the bottoms of the virgin river atkins
location provided two advantages safety and sporting on june 29
cought
1885 the day of his arrival he fished atkins pond we bought
112
142
&
doves
20
chubs
he hunted and fished the pond repeatedly
30
and used it as a refuge as well the atkins children recalled strategies of subterfuge
that she was dispatched to the hilltop east of the
house where she could watch the approach roads if she spotted
the buggy of marshals mcgeary and armstrong coming around the
dugway above bloomington or coming down the price road it was
a signal for the next step hyrum says
there was then a rush to
get brother woodruff his bedroll food and water his books and
x 5 feet on the pond where he
fishing tackle into the large boat 14
14x5
nemmie
neffie
neilie
nellie
neille
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tails and rushes
could remain safely concealed in the heavy coattails
cattails
cat
when asked if the marshals could see him from the bluff above the
pond hy hyrum said there were plenty of places to hide where
neither the marshals from the hill the devil from below nor the
lord from above could see the boat when the danger was past
william went out to the pond made a noise like a duck and wood113
145
ruff gave a signal quack in reply 143

woodruffe journals do not mention the pond as a hiding place but
woodruffs
do tie marshal armstrong to the location
br thompson took me in his wagon & we road to atkins pond & spent
bought
the day we shot 10 wild duck 4 rabbits & one large fat crane & cought
A telegram
abot 100 fish with hooks and returned in the evening
had been sent from beaver saying that woodruff thurber spencer &
others were accused of threatening to put marshal armstrog sic & his
papers into the lake or make him a prisoner in the land this is not true
but a trumped up story to black mail us for money 144

woodruff did not limit his sporting to atkins pond in july
woodruff fished northwest of st george in grass valley riding en
route with a man he later discovered was a US marshal five days
later he made an extended trip north where he fished in fish
lake 145 he fished pine valley in late august
it was the smallest stream of water I1 ever attempted to fish in it was
so small brother thompson did not believe fish could live in it it &
would not fish 1I could ownly use an 18 inch line for the thick brush
1I fished 2 hours caught 22 trout but they were small I1 lost most of
the trout I1 hooked that would weigh half a pound no chance to get
them out for brush 146
147
days
hunting
later
went
woodruff
but all this was
three
stiff so long I1 am
not enough for the exiled sportsman 1 I have lain still
under the necessity of having I1 days exercise in a week for my
health so to day brother thompson took me over to atkins pond
we caught 6 ducks 1 rabbit a string of chubs we
8 miles
killed 2 hawk & a turkey buzzard 148
woodruffe second exile was brought to an end by a tragic
woodruffs
event in october he learned that phebe had fallen and suffered a
3148
1148

head injury 149 when her condition worsened woodruff returned
to salt lake and on november 9 1885 laid his hands upon her
head & blessed her and anointed her for her burial and at 2 oclock
oclok
she died woodruff watched the funeral procession from hiding
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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saw the hearse that carried my wife phebe VA
whitemore
titemore carter
woodruff to the grave 1I was not permitted to attend her funeral
1I am passing through a
religion
re ligin
without being arrested for my religin
strange chapter in the history of my life 150
phebea passing woodruff took up residence with his
with phebes
wife emma and her children young mary alice being only six
years old 151 his growing children became his sporting companions and later journals repeatedly mention trips with his sons asa151
hel and owen 152
indeed woodruffs
woodruffe closeness to emmas family
prompted discontent from the families of other wives 153 it was
with emma and her family during the uintah basin trip that he
was forced into exile for the third and final time
wilford woodruffs
woodruffe dreams in this third exile were threaded
151
with the memory of phebe and the failing president taylor 154
he
responded with a flurry of letters to loved ones and he headed for
the water between march 1887 when he got nothing from
atkins pond and july when he recorded catches of fifteen and
forty fish woodruff hunted or fished twenty two times 155 on
july 16 he received a letter from george Q cannon informing him
of john taylors imminent death and he returned to salt lake
arriving three days after president taylors death 156 president
john taylor is twice a marter he wrote he was shot with four
now he
balls & mingled his blood with the Mart
martered
ered prophet
bartered
is driven into exile by the united states officers for his religion
untill through his confinement and suffering he lays down his life
phebea funeral nine
and suffers death 157 As he had done at phebes
months earlier woodruff watched the procession from hiding
1I

1151

twin declines
decline of great basin ecology

As thomas

alexander has
noted the ecology of salt lake valley changed dramatically in the
118
58
Sm
elting caused air
smelling
smelting
first half century after mormon colonization 158
overharvested and irrigated agriculture and
problems timber was overharvested
grazing dramatically changed native plant communities the fishery suffered as well the prodigious harvests woodruff recorded in
his journals were not sustainable single day catches of 203 party
of three 183 party of four and 150 party of three 159 that
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prespawning fish
fishermen of the day were willing to keep small pre
spawning
is implied by woodruffs
woodruffe observation that twenty four fish made
igo
but sport catches
two good meals for him and a companion 160
paled in comparison to commercial hauls recall that woodruff
lb of trout at one hall with a net at the mouth of
reported 2500 ib
provo river a draft judged to be about 4000 pounds on another
igi
161
trout161
ibs
lbs
matsons
fine
draw
biblical
of
of
sons
trout
2000
occasion and Mat
latsons
by 1895 commercial licenses were required and fisheries refisted a total year harvest of only 4000 pounds of trout from
ports listed
161
utah lake 162
the native cutthroat trout so successfully harvested
was soon extinct in utah lake Over
harvesting was exacerbated by
overharvesting
irrigation development woodruff reported dangerous conditions
on fish lake outlet
consider fish lake the greatest depository of large fine trout of any
body of water in the rocky mountains the lake is fed with half a
doz small streams that flow into it from the west mountains &
hills
the trout in the spring of the year go up the small streams
to spawn and a person can throw them out of the water with their
lb men
hands or knock them in the head with a stick from 1I to 5 or 6 ib
have made a dam & put in large gates at the out let to hold the water
valees below by this means have raised
on a re servoy to water vallies
the lake some 4 feet & not having used the water this season and the
water being sloped at the out let the large trout trying to come back
to the lake get into vary shallow water heat by the sun many of
them died from 1I to 6 & 7 ib and many others nearly dead the
brethren let the water down to save those that were not dead 163
I1

elder woodruff was himself involved in a number of irrigation projects in 1862 he was appointed president of the jordon
irrigating company 164 in 1889 he scouted the sevier river for the
place for the reservoir & dam and the place for taking out the canal
returning two years later to inspect the completed dam it was a
sm
smelters
elters in december
strong dam of many tons of slag from the shelters
1896 he met with the ogden power company to give out the
contract on building the dam and in 1897 as head of the executive committee of the church he loaned 1000000
10000.00 or 1200000
12000.00
to the deseret & salt lake agricultural & manufacturing canal co to
reservoir 165
help them build their new dam for the reservoir165
president woodruff sensed the gradual loss of biological richness and to some degree the cause of that loss in his forest and
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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stream letter he expressed regret at the steady decline of trout
and feathered game 166 other sportsmen did as well by the late
ofpanguitch
1890s the vulnerable cutthroat of
panguitch lake were protected
during spawning runs and the president of bear lake stake could
argue from the pulpit that it is altogether wrong for people to fish
161
contrary to law 167
but habitat protection was the paradigm of the
168
woodruffe response mirroring responses across
generation
woodruffs
next
the country was supplementation on june 30 1876 he planted
salmon fry in two tributaries
tributa ries of bear lake and optimistically reported plantings of salmon trout and shad in utah lake 1 I am
happy to say that this effort to stock utah lake with shad bids fair
to be a success 169 unfortunately the shad planting was not successful not during this attempt nor any of the other eight attempts between 1871 and 1892 170
physical decline of president woodruff the decline of
wild fish and game roughly paralleled president woodruffs
woodruffe physical decline he had always been disposed to accidents from which
he had providentially escaped but accidents increased during the
later years exacerbated by age and the stress of living underground on september 13 1886 woodruff suffered what was probably a mild stroke 1 I was taken with a vary strange turn 1I turned
1I dont know
almost blind & speechless & lost my memory
par alises or not I1 soon recovered 171
paralyses
whether it was paralises
1169

1171

the following year he suffered uncharacteristic

mishaps while
I1 run my fish
fishing june 20 1 1I went to fishing I1 caught 23
hook into my thumb up to the hand brother thompson cut it out
with his pocket knife it was quite painful june 2 11 1 1I went to fishing early to try to get some fish for sister cottam I1 ownly caught
one & had the luck to run my fishhook into one of my fingers

brother thompson cut that out 172
between his assumption of the presidency of the church at
age eighty two in 1889 and his death at age ninety one in 1898 he
recorded only five local fishing trips the fourth one being the back
country trip which prompted the forest and stream letter he was
alert and interested in sporting but his age was obvious he wrote
during a trip in july 1890 1 1I felt weary this morning but went fishing 1I caught ownly 1V and two weeks later 1 I spent most of the
day in camp owen & others went fishing on the forest and
3172
1172
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fishing off the pier coronado california august 29 1896 wilford
woodruff is third from the left his friend and counselor george Q
cannon stands in the foreground emma woodruff far right and caroline cannon are seated on the bench courtesy LDS archives

stream trip woodruff fished the first day catching six then did no
more fishing for the duration of the ten day trip 173
however president woodruff did engage in less strenuous
outdoor activity particularly when he made trips to the west
coast he conducted church business in british columbia where
boat passage afforded glimpses of whales spouting in the distance
and lashing the water into foam in their sports he also did some
hight fishing during which george Q cannon caught one the first
fight
light
171
174
A different west coast trip took
fish he ever caught in his life174
ilfe 174
life
him to monterey where he hired a boat and fished with cannon
professed
again brother cannon profesed
profe sed never to be a fisherman but he
caught his share to day five days later president woodruff fished
out of san diego with his wife emma caught quite a number and
helped me to haul in mine 175 another trip out of
ofastoria
astoria provided
171
purposes
porposes but no fishing 176
opportunity to view more whales & porposes
As president woodruffs
woodruffe physical capacity diminished he
enjoyed his sporting vicariously he had always tallied catches
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss4/2
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both his and his companions earlier the ratios had been in his
favor but now they reversed july 5 1890 1 I1 caught ownly 1
asahel & co caught 20 owen & co 12 the river was high & fishowen
ing poor july 10 1890 caught 6 trout vary good fish
caught 20 ovando 15 february 23 1891 1 1I spent the day at the
house asahel owen & ovando went up the creek fishing &
caught 15 trout july 4 1892 the people of utah are celebrating
the day 1I spent the day at home asahel owen & ovando came
home to night from fishing in the lost canyon they caught about
17
117
trout 177
150 trout177
he reported others success without envy for he still saw himself as sporting patriarch 1 I spent the day in camp asahel & ovando
went fishing ovando asked me how many he should catch I1 told
him 3 11 he did catch 31 & could not catch any more 178
president woodruffe
woodruffs final illness occurred late in summer 1898
he had traveled to san francisco with george Q cannon who was
also ailing in hopes of securing relief in his last days he was again
drawn to the water on august 26th he rode to the coast & saw
the seals covering all the rocks again on the 29th he went out
117
179
9
riding to the sea through the park 317
but the water could not heal
him on september 1 wilford woodruff suffered kidney failure and
sank into a coma he died the following morning at 640 am 180
franklin D richardss
ss funeral oration referring to president
richards
Richard
woodruff as a mighty fisher of men recalled both the saviors call
to peter and the jeremiah passage president woodruff had pondered on the granite ledges of the fox islands
1177

shali
shan
shail
shab
behold I1 will send for many fishers saith the lord and they shall
fish them and after will I1 send for many hunters and they shall hunt
them from every mountain and from every hill and out of the holes
of the rocks jer 1616

president woodruff had been a hunter and fisher of men on
missions to maine and england he had drawn a net taut with a harvest of souls even while gathering the catch jeremiah prophesied
president woodruff had sensed the beauty of this world he had
181
platte181
platte
and
paused to hear a wolf howl fade over the waters of the piatte
had walked miles to watch an old man flash fly line across the
river ribble president woodruff shepherded his catch of souls
to zion accompanied zion to the west and was rewarded with
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I

unfished waters he had also been the hunted 11I have been wandering in the wilderness for the gospels sake he said concerning
his exile 182 but his wandering had been eased by the knowledge
that each cleft of wilderness held a creek filled with spotted trout
phil murdock is on the english faculty at ricks college and is advisor to the ricks

fly fishing club fred E woods is associate professor of church history and
doctrine at brigham young university

NOTIES
NOTES

wilford woodruff journal wilford woodruff papers archives division
historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake
city july 22 and 24 1847 the journals of wilford woodruff are also published in
wilford woodruff wreford
journal 18331898
woodruffsjournal
1833 1898 typescript ed scott G
wilford woodruffs
woodruffe
kenney 9 vols midvale utah signature books 1983
85 hereafter citations
198385
from woodruff s journal will be cited as woodruff journal date because of the
difficulty in determining whether woodruffe
woodruffss cs ss and as are upper or lower
woodruff
case we have chosen to lowercase them where it seems appropriate
Rosen vaU defunct mormon settlements 1830 1930 in the
lyn A rosenvall
tre mormon role in the settlement of the west ed richard H jackson charles redd
monographs in western history no 9 provo utah brigham young university
press 1978 51
3richard
arichard
chard D poll ed utahs history logan utah state university press
602
1989
1989602
matthias F cowley wilford woodruff A history of his life
631 32
salt lake city bookcraft 1964 627 28 63132
woodruff journal august 19 1892
20 24 1892
woodruff journal august 2024

and labors

wilford woodruff utah fish and game notes

forest and stream 39
september 22 1892 249 the text is reprinted in james B alien
ailen and herbert H
allen
byustudies
studies 15 no 1 1974 11317
frost wilford woodruff sportsman BYU
113 17
woodruff journal august 20 24 1892
9woodruff
dwoodruff
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
wilford woodruff wilford woodruffs
journal ix
woodruffsjournal
woodruffe
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
13woodniff
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
14
14woodruff
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
15
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249 chickens probably refers to
grouse as woodruff indicated earlier in the letter ailen
allen
alien and frost suggest that the
birds were sharp tailed grouse auen
alien and frost wilford woodruff sportsman 117
ailen
allen
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wilford woodruff to william atkin letter march 18 1889 in possession
of bruce woodruff
woodruff journal august 25 1892
paul schullery american fly fishing A history new york nick lyons
books 1987 54
git
911
911alph
ralph moon A frontier fly fisher 1847 the american fly fisher 9
alph
summer 1982 11
moon frontier fly fisher quoted in schullery american fly fishing
777 days to zion salt lake city
54 see also hal knight and stanley B kimball 111
big moon traders 1997 217 the journal account which is slightly different is
found in woodruff journal judy
july 8 1847
see schullery american fly fishing 248
22
woodruff journal july 8 1847
23
23woodruff
woodruff journal july 8 1847
21
cowley wilford woodruff 20
arobert pollock poem quoted in thomas G alexander things in heaven
2robert
robert
and earth the life and times of wilford woodruff a mormon prophet salt
lake city signature books 1991 16
21
21woodruff
woodruff journal march 26 1840
21
goodruff
woodruff journal july 2 1840
goodruff journal july 1 1838
211woodnlffjoumal
woodruff
21
goodruff
woodruff journal september 53 1843
31
woodruff journal march 14 1846
3
woodruff journal august 11 1837
woodruff journal september 14 1838
33
33woodruff
woodruff journal june 10 1841
1841
3alexander
aalexander
alexander things in heaven and earth 156
35
35woodruff
woodruff journal august 20 1837
3woodniff
woodruff journal august 22 1837
37
goodruff
woodruff journal september 5 1837
woodruff journal september 6 1837
39
woodruff journal march 29 1838
woodruff journal april 1 1838
woodruff journal december 28 1839
42aiexander
alexander things in heaven and earth 92
13woodniff
woodruff journal march 26 1840
woodruff journal september 21 1840
15
15woodruff
woodruff journal august 28 1840
Wood
woodruff
niff journal december 20 1840
woodruff journal december 20 1840
woodruff journal november 15 1841
1841
49aiexander
alexander things in heaven and earth 92
51
orson F whitney life of
ad ed salt lake
heber C kimball an apostle 3d
ofheber
city bookcraft 1967 129 135
woodruff journal may 8 1845 it is likely that richard smithies was a
member of the church Smi
smithiess
thiess son james emigrated to utah where he was
1862 see K newell dayley morconductor of the tabernacle choir from 1856
18561862
mon tabernacle choir in encyclopedia of mormonism ed daniel H ludlow

lii
lil
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new york macmillan

43
45

and frank esshom pioneers and
prominent men 01913
1171
913 reprint salt lake city western epics 1966 1171
52 among
woodruff s visits were the british museum woodruff journal
Wood niff journal november 30
october 19 1840 the college of surgeons woodruff
1840 vitriol works in newton woodruff journal april 28 1845 and iron
works in glasgow woodruff journal march 18 1845
53
53woodruff
woodruff journal may 8 1845
woodruff journal may 8 1845 except for the brass reel the equipment
woodruff described is traditional early victorian fly fishing equipment little influenced by the great technological explosion that was redefining england the
long fine line to which woodruff referred was constructed of horsehair or
horsehair and silk knotted end to end and dyed for camouflage the hair line had
been the line of choice since long before 1600 when izaak walton explained its
Compleat angler 1653 reprint new york modem
complect
construction in the the compleat
library 1939 silk lines which could be braided to different thicknesses had not
yet come from the mills of the midlands victorian rods were uncommonly long
by modern standards smithiess
Smi thiess fourteen footer was within normal range
the length was compensation for material facilitating the casting of a heavy
grap hites english rods
graphiter
brace of wet flies on a rod much less elastic than modem graphites
until the 1830s had been made of woods like ash and hazel with the slender end
fry
fly tackle A guide
section a limber wood like lancewood see harmon henkin ely
Up pincott 1976 3840
to the tools of the trade new york J B lippincott
38 40
smithies had already stepped up to a more flexible cane rod the bamboo
cane was a common import from china or india a benefit of the far flung british
Smi thiess reel was brass not wood indicating he was no traditionalist
empire smithiess
Smi thiess lifetime
despite his seventy years reels came into popular use during smithiess
and he probably fished in earlier times sans reel limiting line length to single or
fry
fly fishing 36 the small size of
double that of the rod see schullery american ely
line a reasonable practice
the reel suggests that smithies did not carry much fine
given that six flies two feet apart necessitated twelve feet of line that could not be
retrieved through the guides
Smi thiess fly of the
woodruff journal may 8 1845 it may appear that smithiess
month pattern selection was analogous to modem hatch matching but writers by
1838 were already arguing that flies should be changed from day to day and pool
fly fishing 27 A monthly prescription for flies was
by
to pool schullery american ely
old fashioned going back as far as the fifteenth century when dame juliana bem
tyse of fysshyng uyth
ers prescribed it in the treatyse
ivytb an angle 1883 reprint
byth
Trea
treatise
vaduz kraus reprint 1965 an exact match of insects was rendered less important by the inference that smithies was wet fly fishing casting the brace of flies
upstream letting it drift beneath the surface and hooking the fish on the tensioning swing wet flies are traditionally attractors designed to mimic a range of
larval and pupal insect forms
18455
dwoodruff
5woodruff
woodruff journal may 8 184
57 57woodruff journal may 8 1845
woodruff
58the
5the leader material was silkworm gut slender but notoriously uneven in
athe
quality the best gut was spanish produced by killing silkworm larvae milking
the silk bladders and stretch drying the silk see william bayard sturgis hook
tests and silkworm gut reprinted in tue
the golden age of fly fishing ed ralf
coykendall woodstock ver the countryman press 1997 69
73
6973
4 vols
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woodruff journal

may 8 1845
19 1845
woodruff
woodniffjoumal
journal may 191845
6woodniff
woodruff journal january 14 1840
woodruff journal august 18 1840
13
13woodruff
woodruff journal february 18 1840
woodruff journal december 10 1845
65the rod is classic cane precursor to the more powerful split bamboo rods
which require that bamboo be split planed and reglued to form hexagonal rods
the split bamboo improvement would shortly usher in the great age of british fly
fishing woodruff
woodruffs
woodruffes rod has two tip sections a common feature which allowed
the angler to alter the casting action of the rod the butt section of the rod is missing of particular interest is the mix of new and old guides most of the guides are
snake guides a half spiral of wire virtually identical to guides on modem
modern rods at
least one of the guides is an original floppy or loose guide a metal circlet
which can be folded flat when the rod is not in use the rod shows two types of
silk wrappings older wrappings in brown and more recent ones in black
66
66woodruff
woodruff journal march 19 1846 april 13 1846 september 4 1846
61
goodruff
woodruff journal september 15 1846
woodruff journal september 19 1846
69
woodruff journal april 14 1847
70 70woodruff
woodruff journal june 4 1847
woodruff journal may 131847
13.1847
71
goodruff journal may 28 1847
woodruff
73 73woodruff
woodruff journal june 7 1847 for ease of reference we refer to locamodem state designation
tions by modern
74
74woodruff
woodruff journal june 10 1847
7woodruff journal june 20 1847
dwoodruff
woodruff
76woodniff
woodruff journal july 7788 1847
woo
goodruff
Voo druff journal july 12 1847
woodruff
71
woodruff journal july 15 1847
goodruff
17 1847
woodruff journal july 16
1617
80
woodruff
Wooduff journal july 18 1847 the reference to sabbath fishing is puzzling since woodruff was sensitive to prohibitions on the sabbath the issue had
been addressed early in the trek when the men first saw abundant wild game
woodruff wrote in his journal on sunday april 25 the order of the camp is that
there be no fishing hunting or labour of any kind on sunday except such as is
actually necessary woodruff journal april 25 1847 on may 16 woodruff
noted that eric glines violated the rules of the camp & council of his captain to
go hunting on sunday woodruff journal may 29 1847 and woodruff was in
attendance that rainy saturday morning when brigham climbed atop the leather
boat to call the camp to repentance for violating the sabbath indeed woodruff
spoke after brigham remembering the terrible day when joseph called zions
camp to repentance woodruff journal 3189 190 perhaps brighams
Brighams illness
prompted woodruff to fish on the sabbath two days earlier woodruff had
caught a trout for brigham and woodruff may have felt that supplying brigham
during time of need was sufficient justification the occurrence may have served
as reminder that the sabbath was made for man and not man for the sabbath
mark 227 on at least one other occasion woodruff went fishing expressly to
procure food for the sick woodruff journal march 12 1887
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journal july 20 1847
journal july 21 1847
journal july 22 and 24 1847
journal july 31 1847
journal june 17 1869
journal may 20 1864
woodruff journal march 11 1862
88
woodruff mentioned using bait on utah lake woodruff journal august
12 1868 grubs on panguitch lake woodruff journal august 8 1877 catching
grasshoppers for trout on the banks of green river woodruff journal september 11 1882 and using bone lures for saltwater fishing woodruff journal
august 31 1896 he mentioned set hooks for trout on utah lake woodruff
journal december 31 1873
19
woodruff journal june 28 1863
woodruff journal august 12 1868 the identity of matson is not clear
n
it might
be N T matson resident ofmt
mt pleasant born in 1816 more likely it is
of
offt
peter madsen who in 1879 advertised in the territorial enquirer as a commercial fisherman madsen fished in utah lake and provo river under a license from
provo city council see
seej
leejJ marinus jensen history of provo utah provo new
century printing 1924 265
9woodruff
dwoodruff
woodruff journal august 12 1868
woodruff journal august 13 1875 july 15 1885
93
23 1869
woodruff journal september 19
1923
91
woodruff journal november 19 1887
95
woodruff journal june 22 1889
woodruff journal may 20 1864
9woodruff
dwoodruff journal july 17 1885
woodruff
91
98
91woodruff
Woodruff journal june 22 1889 for a historical reference to giant powWooduff
der see raymond W briggss report on the san francisco fire posted by the
museum of the city of san francisco wwwsfmuseumorg1906dynamite2html
wwwsfmuseumorg1906dynanlite2htnil
from the 1700s traditional fly fishers who came most often from the
wealthier classes had claimed the superiority of fly fishing because it was not
cruel to worms did not soil the hands was more natural and encouraged good
lery american ery
schullery
ely
conservation see Schut
fly fishing 248
hy
100
loo100joseph
joseph smith jr history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
ad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book 1971
saints ed B H roberts 2d
271 72
101
loi 101woodruff
woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
woodruff journal march 12 1887 june 3 1887
103woodniff
woodruff journal november 28 1895
woodruff journal august 31 1896
mwoodruff
dwoodruff
Mwood
ruff journal april 22 1869
woodruff
woodruff journal august 12 1868
woodruff journal november 9 1858
woodruff journal september 5 1873
log
109
woodruff journal march 12 1887
16 1869
13 161869
woodruff journal june 13161869
1316
woodruff journal june 18 1869
woodruff
woodruff
woodruff
woodruff
15
woodruff
16
woodruff
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woodruff journal
mwoodruff
MWood
dwoodruff
ruff journal
woodruff
woodruff journal
woodruff journal
woodruffjournal
woodruff journal
woodruff journal
woodruff journal
9
woodruff journal
2

may 31 1884
june 2 1884
june 5 1884
june 9 1884
12 1884
june 121884

september 3 1884 september 5 1884
september 715
7 15 1884

june 11 1870
woodruff journal june 27 1851
1851 august 10 11 1852
woodruff journal december 24 1869 december 21 1870 december 31
1873
311873
511873
woodruff journal july 24 1860
13see
see woodruff journal april 15 1886 july 30 1888
21
21woodruff
woodruff journal july 28 1888
25
woodruff journal july 4 1889
21
woodruff journal august 9 1890
27
woodruff journal may 26 june 14 1886
woodruff journal june 2326
23 26 1886
12
18 1886 july 22 1886
12woodruff
woodruff journal july 17
1718
1

13woodruff
woodruff journal february 7 1879
13woodniff
woodruff journal february 20 1879
13
goodruff
woodruff journal april 21 1879
133
133woodruff
woodruff journal april 26 1879 may 8 1879
13
13woodruff
woodruff journal august 14 1879
135see
see woodruff journal april august 1879
13woodniff
woodruff journal april 5 1879
31
woodruff journal may 26 1879 june 5 1879 june 13 1879
13
13woodruff
woodruff journal august 3344 1879
39
39alexander things in heaven and earth 237
38
alexander
23738
grace atkin woodbury and angus munn the story of Atkinville salt
lake city university of utah press 1957 26
woodbury and munn the story ofatkinville
of At kinville 26 woodruff s female disofAt
guise repeats a tactic he used in uintah basin to elude federal marshals thomas
bingham remembers that when woodruff chafed
chafee at confinement in ashley valley he found relief in bishop glines orchard disguised in sunbonnet and long
dress answering to the name aunt matilda woodruff had several close calls
see doris karren burton A history of uintah county scratching the surface
salt lake city utah state historical society 1996 230
woodruff journal june 29 1885
13
13woodbury and munn the story of
At kinville 27
woodbury
ofatkinville
ofAt
ofar
woodruff journal september 19 1885
woodruff journal july 10 11 15 1885
116
146
116woodruff
woodruff journal august 28 1885
woodruff journal august 31 1885
goodruff
Wood niff journal september 28 1885
woodruff
19
goodruff
woodruff journal october 10 1885
15owoodruff
woodruff journal november 9 1885 november 12 1885
mwoodniff
MWood
woodruff
niff journal november 14 1885
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see woodruff journal april 14 1886 june 11 1886 april 12
13 1888
1213
july 18 1888 june 22 1889 july 5 1990
113see
see alexander mings
things in heaven and earth 299
51
51woodruff
woodruff journal march 12 and 15 1887
55 55woodruff
woodruff journal march 12 1887
woodruff journal july 16 and 28 1887
51
woodruff journal july 25 1887
5
bthomas
5thomas
thomas G alexander stewardship and enterprise the LDS church and
1930 western historical quarterly 25
the wasatch oasis environment 1847
18471930
autumn 1994 341 65
159
woodruff journal august 11 1852 june 24 1886 july 4 1892
woodruff journal september 3 1882
woodruff journal june 28 1863 woodruff utah fish and game
notes 249 woodruff journal august 12 1868
162ahen
ailen
allen
alien and frost wilford woodruff sportsman 116
113
17 1885
woodruff journal july 171885
woodruff journal january 27 1862
115woodniff
woodruff journal october 14 1889 october 10 1891 december 8
1896

october 26 1897
166
166woodruff
woodruff journal august 23 1883 woodruff utah fish and game

notes 249
gary topping trout fishing on the utah frontier in beehive history
23 vols salt lake city utah state historical society 1983 95
168
thomas alexander notes that in 1905 utah governor john C cutler
formed a conservation commission designed to investigate environmental damage nationally environmental issues came into focus during the presidency
of theodore roosevelt 1901 1909 see alexander stewardship and enterprise
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woodruff utah fish and game notes 249
auen and frost wilford woodruff sportsman 117
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ruff journal september 13 1886
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171
172
woodruff journal june 20 21 1887
73woodniff
28 1892
woodruff journal july 5 1890 july 16 1890 august 19
1928
171
174
woodruff journal november 12 1889 november 1 1889
75 75woodruff
woodruff journal august 25 1896 august 31 1896
woodruff journal september 21 1897
177 177woodruff
woodruff journal july 5 1890 july 10 1890 february 23 1891
july 4 1892
171woodniff
woodruff journal august 13 1892
woodruff journal august 23 1898 august 24 1898 august 26 1898
august 29 1898
isoqqpjjy
Wood niff journal
jom
jou september 1 1898 this entry is a telegram sent from
woodniff
woodriff
san francisco by george Q cannon to president woodruffe
woodruffs office in salt lake
city alerting them to the serious condition of president woodruff see also
alexander things in heaven and earth 330
Wood
niff journal october 3 1847
woodruff
woodruff journal december 31 1884
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